Martha Washington

September 11, 1935 - January 14, 2022

Reflections of Life

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them.”

Ephesians 2:10

The Lord blessed us with an angel on earth — we are all thankful for the memories we
shared!

Martha Luevenia Harris-(McCaskell)-Washington was born to the blessed union of Rufus
and Samuel Lee (Davis) Harris on September 11, 1935, in Canton, Mississippi. She was
the 3rd of 9 beautiful children. She accepted Christ at an early age, even becoming a
Sunday School Teacher at Saint Monica Catholic Church in Gary, Indiana.

She graduated from Roosevelt High as an honor student in Gary, Indiana. She continued
her education at St. Joseph College and St. Catherine’s School of Medical Technology!
She then retired from Lever Bros. after 20 years of Service.

Martha was an active member of her beloved Rhema Baptist Assembly under the
leadership of Rev. Norman E. Owens. Martha was the definition of Authentic, a true 1 of 1.
With her lovely and radiating spirit, she could light up the room with her personality and
her smile alone! She defined humility, class, and grace, no matter status or race, she
treated everybody equally! Always quick to lend wisdom, a listening ear, or just a shoulder
to cry on! There are no words to explain how much and what she meant to the lives she
touched!

On Friday, January 14, 2022, Ms. McCaskell-Washington was called home with the Lord,
after battling chronic health issues.

She was preceded in death by her Mother Samuel Lee Davis, Father Rufus Harris,
Husbands, Roy D. Gillespie; Roy L. Washington, Brothers, Marvin Harris; Toby Harris,
Sisters, Hattie Jane Harris; Orlando Harris-Crump and Sons, Roy E. Gillespie and Michael
Marr. Martha is survived by her daughters, Helen (Anthony) Gillespie-Alexander; Marcia
Gillespie; her son Marvin Gillespie; and daughter; Misty Dobynes, her siblings, David
(Doris) Harris; Adrene Harris; Janie Harris-Mitchell; and Darlene Harris- Paine. She also
leaves behind to cherish her memory, numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
great-great-grandchildren as well as a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and wonderful



friends.
“As a well-spent day brings happy sleep, so life well used brings happy death”
- Leonardo Da Vinci

Acknowledgments

The Family of Martha McCaskell-Washington wishes to express our sincere appreciation
for the cards, messages, florals, condolences, and other expressions of sympathy
extended to us during our bereavement. They have helped immeasurably in lightening our
burden of sadness. We wish each of you to know we shall remain ever grateful for your
kindness and thoughtfulness.

At Eventide

| want to know when day is done,
That life has been worth living...
That | have brought somebody joy
Through kind, unselfish giving.

| want to feel when evening falls,

And shadows quickly lengthen,

That | have made somebody glad,
Some weaknesses | have strengthened.

| want to know, that come what may,
I've left some cheer and gladness

| want to know, that on my way,

I've banished someone’s sadness.

| want to feel, at close of day,

That someone’s cares were lighter,
Because of kindness | have done,
May someone’s life be brighter.



Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 24.10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

KENNERLY TEMPLE CHURCH OF GOD
4307 KENNERLY AVENUE
MO 63113

Service

JAN 24.11:00 AM (CT)

KENNERLY TEMPLE CHURCH OF GOD
4307 KENNERLY AVENUE
MO 63113

Burial

JAN 25. 10:00 AM (CT)

Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery
2900 Sheridan Road
Saint Louis, MO, MO 63125



Tribute Wall

| offer my Deepest Condolences to the family of Martha Washington.

Martha Washington processed such a lovely sweet spirit for all humanity. She
was the epitome of a “classy lady”. She be missed by many. My dearest friend is
finally resting in The Arms of Jesus Christ!

Mattie Moore - January 24, 2022 at 12:00 PM



Family of Martha Harris Gillespie, McCaskell, Washington:

Dear Helen, Marcia, Marvin, Grands, Great Grands, Brother, Sisters & Family.

Always remember how much Martha loved and cared for each of you. She was
willing and ready to help everyone, always smiling, having words of advice and
giving each person the time and attention needed.

I (Ella Simmons Monroe) met Martha at Gary Roosevelt High School in the 40;s
and we remained close Friends thru thick and thin. When | gave birth to my first
child Deidre,

Martha assisted me daily for two weeks preparing me how to care for a baby. It

was indeed a Blessing and one that | will never forget. She was also attentive to
my son

Michael. | knew and loved her Parents, Siblings, Relatives and Friends.

Martha was a true Christian, loving God and Mankind. We spent so much time
together, both in St. Louis and Gary. Martha will always be close to our hearts.
We have pictures, videos, birhday parties, anniversaries, baby showers, picnics,
reunions, and Church

events to share till the end of times. Martha has gone home to be with the Lord.
She loved her Family, Church (Rev. Owens & Family) Neighbors and her
enemies. It is time to say, "GOOD NIGHT MARTHA, SEE YOU IN THE
MORNING". LOVE & KISSES.

LOVINGLY submitted,

Ella Simmons Monroe & Family
Simmons Family Council;

Deidre L. (Godchild & Family)
Willie Michael Monroe & Family
Penny Bowens Jackson & Family

SHARE

Ella S. Monroe - January 21, 2022 at 09:07 PM

God-Daughter Deidre & Family purchased the Lovely One Spa
thiphyllum Plant for the family of Martha Washington.

God-Daughter Deidre & Family - January 21, 2022 at 12:33 PM
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